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the elucidation of their works. As an evidence
of the vast age of the earth, they tell us how one
set of mountains and high lands were worn away
and carried to and spread over the bottoms of
oceans, and hardened into stone, upon which,
after many ages, another set of mountains were
disposed of in the same way ; and thus the several
strata were formed which compose the entire
crust of the earth ; but in their pictures they show
us how a mountain of granite, for example, has
been forced up through all these strata, which, in-
stead of breaking them to atoms, carries them
upward upon its sides in curved lines, as though
they had been as yielding and adhesive as strata
of soft mud. Thus we have the strata, represented
in many engravings, bent upwards, in curvatures
of parallel lines, or angular, or eccentric, without
any breakage. From this source, therefore, there
can be derived no evidence for the vast age of the
world. In further confirmation of this, I may
state that in the coal formation large stems of
trees, from thirty to eighty feet high, have been
found standing nearly at right angles to the soil
out of which they grew. Now, to suppose that
these would last through long ages of accumula-
tion, until the strata should slowly reach the top
of them, is to accept an evident absurdity.

"6. Finally, there appear to have been several almost entire
changes of organic life upon the globe since the deposition of the
fossihferous rocks began, and comparative anatomy teaches us
that so different from one another were the successive groups
which we find in the different strata, that they could not have
been contemporaries. . . . But they lived long enough for rocks,
thousands of thousands of feet in thickness, to be deposited,